• Shorter initial service related hospitalization (index hospitalization)
• Slightly lower average treatment costs over 2 years, not statistically significant
Author Conclusions
• SCS is "associated with decreased complications and improved outcomes. "
• "SCS remains underused" for the treatment of FBSS despite proven superior efficacy.
Purpose
• To examine complications and health care costs associated with spinal cord stimulation (SCS) as it compares to lumbar reoperation to treat failed back surgery syndrome (FBSS).
Methods
• Retrospective analysis of 10 years of health insurance claims data 2000-2009 (using MarketScan database)
Results
• 16,455 FBSS patients
• Only 2.4% received SCS implantation
• 111 SCS patients with 2 years of continuous post-operation data were matched to 111 patients with lumbar reoperation using propensity scoring. 
Clinical Summary

Utilization of SCS in Patients with Failed Back Surgery Syndrome
